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[MI:2 A] 


[B] 


Samuel taught, “On what account may [the villages] advance it to a 
day of assembly [M. 1:1C]? So that they may provide water and food 
for their brethren in the towns.” 


R. Philippa bar Perutah said before R. Jonah, “Has it not been said 
that it is forbidden to do work on that day?” 


He said to him, “Yes, but there is nothing to be inferred from that 
statement. Lo, on the intermediate day of a festival, lo, is it not 
forbidden to do labor? Yet on those days the villagers provide food for 
their brethren in the towns. 


“You may conclude only that the law accords with the view of Rabbi. 
For Rabbi would display his deeds in public on two days in the year [in 
a way calculated to demonstrate the law]. On the seventeenth of 
Tammuz he would wash in the public bath, and on Purim he would 
plant a tree.” 


R. Yosta b. R. Shunam asked before R. Mana, “And did not Ezra [later 
on] ordain that they should read in the Torah on Monday and on 
Thursday and on the Sabbath at the afternoon service, and did 
Mordecai and Esther make such a decree in respect to that which Ezra 
was going to make in the future?” 


He said to him, “He who arranged the Mishnah relied on what 
Scripture said; ‘family, province, and city’ [in the following verse: 
‘That these days should be remembered and kept throughout every 
generation, in every family, province, and city, and that these days of 
Purim should never fall into disuse among the Jews, nor should the 
commemoration of these days cease among their descendants” (Est. 
9:28)]. 


1:2 


[A] How so? 
[B] [If The fourteenth] coincided with a Monday, both villages and large 


towns read it on that day. 


[C] And those surrounded by a wall read it the next day [the fifteenth]. 
[D] [If the fourteenth of Adar] coincided with a Tuesday or a Wednesday, 


villages advance it to a day of assembly [Monday, the thirteenth or 
the twelfth]. 


[E] But large towns read it on that very day [the fourteenth]. 
[F] And those surrounded by a wall read it the next day [the fifteenth]. 


